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Wise ", and included church dignitaries, officials, and
chief landholders. So did the King's Council, but for
another reason. To it came all the king's tenants-in-chicf ;
and since archbishops, bishops, abbots, officials of the court,
and barons were of course tenants~in~chief, we find them
all in the Council just as they met in the Witan. The quali-
fication, however, was no longer " wisdom ", but the hold-
ing of land direct from the king.
But, of course, as a rule not a very large number would
attend the meetings of the King's Council.   For ordinary ordinary
business it tended to consist of the great officials such as outie0**
the Justidar^ who acted as regent in the king's absence, the 0oun<:U
Chancellor^ who was his secretary, the Chamberlain at the
head of his household, the Marshal^ and the Constable, who
looked after his soldiers.   Yet it is a peculiarly confusing
body, for it engaged in so many duties under so many names.
It \vas a council of state; it was a law court;1 it collected
and accounted for the revenue.2  It has been aptly called a
loyal " court-of-all-work ".
The explanation of this many-sidedness is found by look-
ing at the oflicc of king. At one time the king was head of
lus tribe in everything. He ruled his people, and led them
in war; he was their judge and lawgiver. (David, and the
kings of the Iliad, are of this type.) But from very early
times there was a council to help the king, and this council
cvcntuaUy came to wielcl many of the powers that were
formerly the king's. Again, in course of time the work power
which proved too much for one man proved too much for
one Council, and we get a multitude of councils and officials,
each restricted to one branch; one manages justice, another
revenue; a third makes laws; others attend to the army
and to the navy. All are really subdivisions of the old royal
authority. The king remains as the head but his powers
1 From this side of its activity has descended our Court of King's Bench and
the term Kintfn Counsel (K.C.).
1 And was then called the Court of Exchequer. The term " Court " shows
how finance and junticc were entangled.